Academy of Art University Bachelor of Architecture Program Receives
Accreditation
Graduates as of Jan. 1, 2015 receive accredited B.Arch degrees
San Francisco, CA (PRWEB) March 28, 2016 -- The School of Architecture at Academy of Art University
today announced that its Bachelor of Architecture program has been granted accreditation from the National
Architecture Accreditation Board (NAAB). School of Architecture graduates as of Jan. 1, 2015 will
retroactively receive accredited professional B.Arch degrees. The school graduated its first undergraduate class
in spring 2015.
The B.Arch degree allows a student to work towards architectural licensure in all states and is recognized
internationally for its rigor and high standards.
"This accomplishment reflects the high level of expertise of our School of Architecture, and the dedication of
our directors and faculty to deliver an outstanding educational program for our students," said Academy
President Dr. Elisa Stephens. "I am exceptionally proud of this accreditation outcome, and I want to thank all
those in the School of Architecture who contributed to the review process."
NAAB accreditation is granted to schools that meet the strict requirements set by a national body of architects
and architecture educators through a process that looks comprehensively and critically at both departmental and
university infrastructure, as well as an extensive review of student work. The visiting NAAB team found that
the Academy's B.Arch program met all of the broad national criteria for professional architecture education,
and exceeded expectations in several areas of architecture education.
NAAB requirements cover all aspects of professional education, such as promoting a culture of learning,
designing with social equity in mind, increasing the role of architecture for the public good, providing
appropriate physical resources, having proper and effective administration, the teaching of design thinking
skills, and ensuring comprehensive architecture design education.
“Achieving NAAB accreditation is a major milestone and significant accomplishment for the B.Arch directors,
faculty and of course our students,” said Mimi Sullivan, Executive Director of the School of Architecture.
“Having the program at this early stage recognized as exceeding our accreditors’ expectations confirms we are
on the right track and I believe a sign of things to come. We look forward to continuous program development
and that students will exceed their own expectations at the Academy and in the profession.”
About Academy of Art University
Academy of Art University is the largest accredited private art and design university in the nation. Founded in
1929, the school offers accredited AA, BA, BFA, BS, B.Arch, MA, MFA, and M.Arch degree programs in 30
areas of study, as well as continuing art education, pre-college art experience programs, certificates and teacher
grants. Classes are available in Acting, Advertising, Animation & Visual Effects, Architectural Design,
Architecture, Art Education, Art History, Art Teaching Credential, Automotive Restoration, Costume Design,
Fashion, Fashion Journalism, Fashion Styling, Fine Art, Game Development, Game Programming, Graphic
Design, Illustration, Industrial Design (Transportation & Product Design), Interior Architecture & Design,
Jewelry & Metal Arts, Landscape Architecture, Motion Pictures & Television, Multimedia Communications,
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Music Production & Sound Design for Visual Media, Photography, Studio Production for Advertising &
Design, Visual Development, Web Design & New Media, and Writing for Film, Television & Digital Media.
Students can also enroll in flexible online degree programs in most areas of study.
Academy of Art University is an accredited member of WSCUC, NASAD, CIDA (BFA-IAD, MFA-IAD),
NAAB (B.Arch, M.Arch) and CTC (California Teacher Credential). For more information, visit
academyart.edu or call 1.800.544.2787 (U.S. only) or 415.274.2200.
Media Contact: Wendy Tanaka/Sitrick And Company, wtanaka(at)sitrick(dot)com (415) 369-8447
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Contact Information
Wendy Tanaka
Academy of Art University
+1 (415) 369-8447
Online Web 2.0 Version
You can read the online version of this press release here.
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